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EDITORIAL

Welcome to our third issue. The editorial team were pleased to be
able to meet and talk with
were happy to receive his encouragement for our efforts. At the
end of our first year we are clearer about the aims of the magazine.
These are the modest aims that we presented to Father Peter, and
we would be pleased to receive comments on them from our
readers.

1. To help to build a sense of community among the three
churches in our parish.

2. To help newcomers to find out what is going on, and to
introduce them to the different parish organisations.

3. To show how the Cath
parishioners.

“In community we work out our connectedness to God, to one
another and to ourselves. It is in community where we find out
who we really are.”

Joan Chittister, Wisdom distilled from the Daily.
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A CHAT WITH
FATHER PETER GLAS

Father Peter was born a twin but sadly his sister
died when she was only a year old, so he has
grown up as an only child. He started at state
school at the age of six-an unusual privilege as
the starting age was then seven. (Compare that
with the English four- year -olds in school!) All religious education
in then Communist Poland was of course provided outside the
system, by Catholic nuns in this case, and one of them at the age of
80 is still a good friend. Father Peter made his first communion at
the age of eight, was confirmed in 1978, and finished college (the
equivalent of A-levels) in 1982. It was at that time that he felt
called to become a priest. His parents understandably were not
enthusiastic at that time- their only son would be leaving home for
a long and demanding seven -year training, five hundred
kilometres away in Poznan, and Father Peter says that he missed
the warmth of his family home. But of the seventy-five would-be
ordinands he was one of the twenty-three who made it to
ordination. During this time he also obtained an M.A. in history
from Lublin University.

After ordination, Father Peter spent three years in Poland as a
curate. Then he was sent by his order, the Society of Christ, to
England. He served in different parishes in England, then when he
was in Southampton was released by his order (the proper word is
incardinated) to join the diocese of Portsmouth, so to go to Jersey
and thence to come to us in Gosport. Being so far from home was
difficult for him and his family at first, before the days of mobile
phones and e-mails - now it is easier to keep in touch.
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How does Father Peter feel about
his new parish and home? He likes
the situation of Gosport, with easy
access to the sea, to London and so
many other places of interest; it is a
challenge to have three churches
and a school in his patch; it is
exciting to have congregations from
so many different backgrounds and
nationalities. He enjoys swimming
and cycling and hopes to have a
chance to use his pilots-licence. He
looks forward to making friends

here (although he doesn’t mind cooking, he also enjoys sharing
family meals with others and welcomes invitations). But most of
all, he is pleased with the response so far to the initiatives he has
taken towards the spiritual direction and education of his
parishioners.

Father Peter talks to Triangle January 2009


