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editorial

Welcome to Issue 9 of Triangle. ﬁ‘

It's packed with articles on all aspects of church and parish life, and the
magazine team are grateful to everyone who has contributed. We're
particularly pleased to have received updates from St Mary's School and
hope that these will become a regular feature: in this issue, for example,
you can read about their triumphs on the rugby pitch and also about
‘Dance Divas’, of which Olivia Duganone of the altar servers at St
Mary’'s Church- is an enthusiastic member.

In this issue you can also find out more about the Rite of Confirmation,
read about the volunteers at Haslar Immigration Removal Centre,
discover what a ‘sandcraper’ turns to in retirement, follow the story of
how the statue of St Joseph migrated from Lancashire to St Columba’s,
imagine what jajka w majonezie is like to eat......and much more besides.
We also have the first of a new feature called ‘What Are You Doing
Tomorrow?’ in which parishioners give you a glimpse into theirtday

day lives. If you'd like to be featured in the next issue, why not get in
touch with one of the Triangle team, whose contact details appear on the
inside back cover..

Due to circumstances beyond our control the page numbers on the cover:
may not correspond with those in the magazine.

BOOK REVIEW by Caroline Stevens
Drawn into The Mystery of Jesus through The

Gospel of John by Jean Vanier
No, this is not another Gospel Commentary. This transforming book{ does
what its title proclaims: we are drawn into the Mystery of Jesus. In sp
doing, we discover for ourselves a spirituality of light, strength and love,
even when meaning in our world seems lost.
Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche and-tmunder of Faith and Light, useps
his own translation from the Greek to share the music he hears behind th
words of John’s Gospel.

It is a song that takes us beyond theological, historical and biblical

knowledge, into the communion and unity of new life lived in love.
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The Rite of Confirmation within the Junior
Journey in Faith Programme (JJiF)

First, what is Confirmation (also called "Chrismation")? What does
Confirmationdo? Confirmation:

x indelibly seals us to the Holy Ghost, hence its name, "Sacrament of
the Seal." Because this seal is indelible and leaves a permanent mark on
the recipient's soul, the Sacrament, like Baptism and Holy Orders, may be
received only once.

X gives us the sanctifying grace to become perfect Christians and true
soldiers of Christ, welarmed to defend Christ as King, His Mother as
Queen, and the Church Militant as His Kingdom on earth. God confirms
us (strengthens us) so we may do spiritual battle.

X imparts to us the seven Gifts of the Holy Ghost, as in a ‘personal
Pentecost”

[ Wisdom
Understanding
Counsel
Fortitude
Knowledge
Piety

Fear of the Lord

A

“It is the responsibility of the people of God to prepare the baptised for
Confirmation. It is the responsibility of parish priests to see that all the
baptised come to the fullness of Christian initiation and are carefully
prepared for Confirmation.”

The above is an extract from the Introduction to the Rite of Confirmation.
The young people within our Parish attend a two year course to help ther
prepare for Confirmation. This sounds a long time but there are actually
nine sessions in the year each consisting of two hours on a Saturda
morning. Of course all thE€onfirmandeesittend Mass each Sunday and
especially the Celebration Mass on the Sunday following the JJiF day.
With this regular Mass attendance their development and understanding
of the Catholic faith deepens.



During the first year we study Scripture and help the young people to
see how it is lived out by people in the world. We explore Catholic
charity work in other parts of the world and we invite charities to
enlighten the young people about the work they dpeaers from

both Lepra and the Altzheimers’ Society have given the young people
interesting and enlightening talks about the problems and solutions
within their work life. We also had a physicist who came to visit and
explained to the young people the conflicts between science and our
faith and how he dealt with it. This was a great insight for them as they
explore their life ahead.

The second year of their programme is focussed on the spiritual aspects
of Confirmation and the Catholic faith. We look at topics such as
making a deeper relationship with God; understanding the importance
of prayer and scripture and reflecting on Jesus as the Bread of Life and
the Eucharist as the source and summit of Christiaatiéehelp the

young people understand the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit which they
are to receive.

Additionally, the young people also attend two retreat days which helps
them to refresh and revitalise their relationship with God and gives
them the opportunity to spend time in prayer and contemplation.

This year's Confirmation will take place in June when ten young
people of our parish will receive the Holy Spirit and be welcomed
into their full life in the Christian world.

Many people think of the laying on of hands, which signifies the
descent of the Holy Spirit, as the central act in the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The essential element, however, is the anointing of the
Confirmandee with chrism accompanied by the words "Be sealed with
the Gift of the Holy Spirit". This seal is a consecration, representing the
safeguarding by the Holy Spirit of the graces conferred on the young
person at Baptism.

Acts 8:1417

‘Now, when the apostles, who were in Jerusalem, had heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and
John. Who, when they were come, prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Ghost. For he was not as yet come upon any of them:
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but they were only baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laic
their hands upon them: and they received the Holy Ghost.’

Ephesians 4:30
‘And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God: whereby you are sealed unto the
day of redemption.’

Nicki Smith

PARISH ECOLOGY GROUP

of highlighting issues. It was felt
_ _ _ that there should be a programme

The first meeting of the Parish ~ \yhich might interest and stimulate a
Ecology Group for the new parish y,,ch wider number than those who
was held in Fareham on 28th had responded initially, and that the
January and was attended by ten g.6,5 might have a relevant part to
people. John Vivian play in the proposed
from the existing "If you want peace, Parish Mission in

Fareham churches _ '
group, chaired the work for jus ce. 2012.

X < Pope Paul VI 1972 .
meeting and invited P Perhaps this Group

all present to describe could raise awareness
their interests, which covered 4t 5 particular Justice and Peace

ecology, including recycling;  jssye each Lent, and combine it
Justice and Peace, in particular in ih parish fundraising?

Palestine; concern for animals;

Fairtrade and Cafod. This is a new opportunity for

_ Gosport parishioners and your
The way forward in the enlarged participation in future

parish was discussed and meetings will be
suggestions included a regular warmly welcomed.
newsletter, and that the new parish

structure should be used as a wayichael Heaps



Mr. Jonathon Pearaditor of St. Mary’'s RC Primary
School newspapést. Mary’s Messenger’ has sent us
the following articles written by pupils.

DANCE DIVAS

Hello there, I am Olivia Dugan and every Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday | go tdance Divas| really enjoy this and | am going to tell
you why.

It is a dancing school and it is a fun thing to do. | do dance because | ge
more exercise. | attended two other dance schools but | wdddrioe
Divas because my auntie Caroline and my cousin Katie go dancing toc
my auntie Caroline sits out side. | like dance because | can see lots of m
friends and | can do competitions now because | do comp class. | go ot
some Sundays to the comps.

| am so happy to do dance because | can do shows so Mum and Dad c
see how | am getting on BXance Divasl only started three months ago
and | did my exams on 23%f January. | did my disco and then did rock
& roll. I think it went well. I won’t know the results until two weeks time
but | really enjoyed the exams.

Grace Ellis, Year 4/5, who also does dance said this, “I like dance
because it keeps me fit .”

Melissa Smith, year4/5, who also does dance said this,” | do dance
because | like it.”

Harry Paffett year 4/5 who also does dance said this, “I dtndypand |
think it is cool.”

Emilia Brewer year 4/5 said, “I'm going to start tap and ballet.”

Hope Goddard, year 4/5, told me, “Dance is a very nice thing to do. Wher
| was little my first ever teacher call me an unbalanced dog.”

| could not do many things when | first started but now | can do the
backwards crab from standing up and do the splits to the front and to th
side.

You can do tap, modern, ballet, jazz, rock & roll and disco. | have a kind
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dance teacher and her name is Bonnie Briggs. Come and give it a go!!
THE END!
Olivia is an Altar server at St. Mary’s Church.

Another Win for St. Mary’s School Rugby Team!

On Friday the 18 of November St. Mary’s rugby team went to an away
match at Newtown field. Read on to find out the scores.

In November St. Mary’s rugby team paid a visit to Newtown Primary

school for a friendly tag rugby match. First we did some training and then
we were ready for the match. The team was Aaron Dellow, Kian Coe
Quainton, Alfie Erskine, Ishak Welsh, Charlie Speirs, Jessica Evans,
Thomas Read and Robert Ellis.

Five minutes into the game and Kian, age 9, had scored his firstQrip 1
St. Mary’s! Now Newtown had the ball, but unfortunately Newtown got
past our full back Alfie Erskine, age 10 and scored a try. 1

-1. Then St. Mary’s had the ball again but then ... TAG!

Aaron passed to Kian and he darted up the right wing to

score another try. -2. Half-time! At half-time Aaron

guoted, “We have played really well in the first half.”

In the second half, Newtown started with the ball.
TAG!, Newtown passed the ball but Aaron stole it and scored a beautiful
try. 3-1 to St. Mary’s! One more minute to go and Newtown run down the
line but Alfie Erskine saved the day! FULL TIME! St. Mary's beat
Newtown once again.

Ishak Welsh, age 10, told us, “lI think it would have been harder if
Newtown were in the lead”. Alfie told the Messenger, “We played
exceptionally well and deserved to win”.

Can history repeat itself? Will St. Mary’s be the champs again? You'll
have to wait till next time to see if St. Mary’s can claim another win.

Aaron Dellow and Kian Ce®uainton



AGAINST THE GRAIN

Tony Walk - from sand -scratcher* to cabinet -maker

I've always enjoyed making things, and when | was in my final years in
the Royal Navy, based at HMS Raleigh in Cornwall, my wife Tina and |
became the ‘props team’ for the amateur dramatics society. For the first
production,Aladdin they wanted among other thingsa bank of

washing machines each with a round door operated by remote control ant
big enough for a man to climb out from. Hdick Whittington an 18foot
foldable ship was required, able to support two actors, hoist sails and salil
away across the back of the stage. We also madesidéeickshaw from
polystyrene, complete with ‘sleeping coolie’ as a prop for photographic
portraits taken at a formal mess dinner. All this honed our scavenging
skills and to this day we cannot pass a skip without checking for
recyclable bits. I'd joined the Navy at the age of 15 and when | was
forced, kicking and screaming, to retire at 50 (after 35 years’ service,
mainly on submarines), they offered me a choice of vocational training
courses. | signed up for ‘carpentry, joinery and cabinet making’ and
during the sixweek course was pleased to discover that | have something
of a gift for it.

Back home in Gosport, we did some work for the Wild Grounds nature
reserve, making duck houses and nesting boxes for birds, bats and
hedgehogs. When Doug Savege asked me if | could tackle replacing the
tabernacle at St Joseph’s, | used hardwood that had been liberated from :
skip at a former MoD engintesting establishment, so it is a nice example
of turning ‘swords into ploughshares’.

My biggest project at St Mary’s has been making the pedestal display
cabinet for the book of remembrance, which is in the Divine Mercy
chapel. It is made from American black cherry wood, a slightly more
expensive wood than European cherry but of better quality, and finished
with Danish oil. The wood was fairly easy to obtain locally, and to my
great relief it fitted perfectly between the rear window and the windscreen
of my car. | was less happy when | stopped on the way home to find a sta
-shaped crack in the windscreen! On the front of the display cabinet, |
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handcarved the Latin motto ‘dona eis requiem’ which means ‘grant them
rest’. It's a line from the Agnus Dei and it should say ‘eternal’ rest but
there was not enough space to add the word ‘sempiternam’ without
reducing the letters to a size beyond my carving skills (I tried four times).
The previous year, I'd also made whearium, a walkhung glazed corner
cabinet for the Holy Oils, also in American cherry wood, recycled from a
previous unfinished project. Father Peter asked me, teingtleeek, if |

could have it ready for Easter, which was just three weeks away. |
surprised him and amazed myself by installing it on Holy Saturday.

*A seaman in the Royal Navy is known as a ‘saodatcher’ by the other
branches. Until fairly recently large warships had teak planking on the
main deck and it was a daily task of the seamen to scrub it by hand using
a piece of canvas, some sand and seawater.

Tony talked to Amanda Field

:

%
% SAINT JOSEPH’S STATUE
% When | attended St. Thomas of Canterbury School in St. Heleng

®

% Lancashire, there was a plinth on the wall of Miss Agnes Leigh’s)
classroom. On that plinth was a statue of St. Joseph holding th )

g
&

@ Child Jesus.

. A
@ Later when | was courting the young man who was to become Q,
@ husband he took me to meet his grandmother. The person ope v;)
i) the door was Miss Leighhis aunt and God mothemy old school [{

3

®

S
% teacher. @

(®

| After we married and moved to Gosport, Auntie Agnes, as she I
A Aft d and d to Gosport, Auntie Ag he I
% become, spent the first two weeks of the school summer holida
@ with her invalid brother John at our home. &5‘%
5 :
r% settle in Gosport. She had brought the statue with her and aské

®

%‘% late Father Box if he could find a place for it in St. Columba’s "

R Church. It now stands near the back of the church, close to the
® organ. &

5 5
It holds many memories for me. @

8
&
2

®

X
@ Pat Leigh %
NI B IS 2,
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING TOMORROW ?

A new series of short articles aimed at helping us to
get to know each other better.

This issue, one of our magazine team members has asked this question ¢
parishioners Eddie Hayman and Sam Frampton.

We might ask you next! But you don’t need to wait to be askedhtact

us and one of the team will come and talk to you.

Eddie Hayman

“I'll be devoting some time tomorrow to learning the Maltese language,
as | do most days. My mother was Maltese and met my father there wher
he was in the Royal Navy. My reading and writing is coming along well
but the grammar is difficult because unless you know how all the verbs
change when they are in different tenses, you just can't understand the
sentence. My cousin Miriam gives me a lot of help via email when | get
stuck.

I’'m retired now, but used to work in the building trade. That wasn't my
first choice: when | was young, | spent my school holidays with my aunt
and uncle at their smaltiolding over at Cowplain and this made me think
I'd like to be a farmer. Then | tried to get into the Royal Navy but failed
the exam. Being retired means | can concentrate on things | like to do,
such as sketching. | prefer to sketch from life, but also do portraits from
photographs, and | like the challenge of drawing buildings and working
out the perspective.

| like to keep fit. | was a keen sailor for 20 years and an RYA instructor,
but | sold my dinghy last year because | wanted to spend more time with
my wife Jean, rather than disappearing every weekend to sail the Solent
or Southampton Water. Now | stay under her feet and annoy her! | like
walking and cycling: in fact | cycle from Hill Head to St Mary’'s every
Sunday, rain or shine. | was baptised at St Mary’s but did not attend
regularly. Thanks to help that | have had from Father Peter, I'm now back
in the fold and | look forward to his strong homilies each week.”

12 Triangle, May 2011



Sam Frampton

“I'll be spending all day tomorrow on the phonkework full-time at
Synergy, a call centre at Priddy’s Hard where | carry out telephone
surveys for housing associations. Many of the people | speak to are
elderly and they love to chat, because sometimes it's the only
conversation they have all day. The hours are long but | really enjoy it.
My colleagues are brilliant. I've only been doing this for about three
months and I'm the youngest in the team.

“Long-term, I'm hoping to join the RAF as a driver and I'd like
eventually to become a chaplain. My first step on this regi® at Easter,
when | was received into the Catholic Church. I've come from one of the
‘free churches’ and | thought very carefully about the Catholic Church
before | took the plunge and walked through the door of St Mary’s. Now
I’'m so happy that | did.

“On Tuesday evenings, | run a new youth group at the Waterside Centre
for 13-19-yearolds. It's a family thing: | started the group with my mum,
and my sister helps out too. On our first week, 25 young people showed
up which is very encouraging. Because my working day doesn't finish
until 7pm, | don’t go out much in the evening during the welegave it

all up for clubbing on Friday nights.”

My Favourite Prayer
Lorraine D'CruzHedden’s favourite prayédow | lay me down
to sleepis a classic childrenjgrayerfrom the 18th century.

Now | lay me down to sleep,
| pray the Lord my soul to keep,
if I die before | wake,
| pray the Lord my soul to take.

Extra verses have been added over the years and many different version:
are now said.
What is your favourite prayer? Let us know and we may include it inla
future issue.
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A STORY BEHIND EVERY NAME
The War Memorial, St. Mary’s Church

Have you ever paused and studied the War Memorial outside St Mary's
Church? | have been amazed at the number of people who do just this:
stand in the High Street, spend several minutes reading the list of names,
and quietly move away.

One of our parishioners, Bernadette Knight, became curious about the
young men whose names are immortalised on this memorial and has gon
to a great deal of trouble to research them, where they died and where
they are buried. The plan is to complete this research and eventually to
publish a book containing the information, so that anyone who is curious
about the Memorial can read for themselves the stories behind the names
The Memorial was built in about 1920 to commemorate the dead of
World War |, and one assumes they were all either members of this parist
or their parents or families were. This is one of the points we are not yet
sure of, so | am appealing to anyone in the parish who has any
information which could be of help. Maybe you have some personal
information which could add to this study?

Here are the names of the men, together with their addresses:

Sergeant Edward Royal Garrison

Gascoyne Artillery

Pioneer Charles Royal Engineers 27 Haslemere Road,

Hutchins Southsea

Private George Royal Marine 4 Osborne View, Park

Farrell St. Forton

Leading Cook John Royal Navy 37 Gordon Road,

Bracken Gosport

Staff Sergeant Albert Army Service Corps 1 Eliza Place, Victoria

Shepherd Street, Gosport

Private James Hume Royal Marine 6 Victoria Street,
Forton

Private Joseph Kelly Hampshire Regt. 3 Sarah’s Place,
Gosport

Trumpeter Ronald Royal Horse Atrtillery
Hume
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Private John Ruff Royal Marine  of London and Deal

Bugler Edward Royal Marine 21 Lavinia Road, Gosport

Mulrooney

Able Seaman Francis Royal Navy

Newman

Private Albert Evans Gloucestershire 19 Chapel Street, Gosport
Regt

Deck Hand Victor Royal Naval 75 Railway View, Fratton,

McNesby Reserve Portsmouth

Sergeant Henry West South African  Gosport
Native Labour
Corps

Sergeant Douglas  King’s Royal

St.Patrick O'Leary  Rifle Corps

MM
Sergeant William Dorsetshire
Heal Regiment
Private Terence Royal Marine 6 South Cross Street, Gosport
Murphy
Ship’s Cook George Royal Navy Gosport
Martin
Corporal Matthew  Somerset Light 30 Little Beach Street,
McGlead Infantry Gosport
Sergeant Patrick Royal Irish 12 Blake Road, Gosport
Fitzgerald Fusiliers
Private Gerald Royal 12 Blake Road, Gosport
Fitzgerald Warwickshire
Regiment
Gunner GW Stewart Royal Garrison 2 Grinton Avenue,
Artillery Manchester
Lance- Corporal Australian of Queensland and Ireland
Edward Frings Engineers
Private Charles Gloucestershire Ireland
McAlister Regiment
Rifleman Charles City of London  Son of Mrs Evans of Gosport,
Evans Rifles Husband of Rose Evans of 45
' Doneraill Street, Fulham,
London
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Petty Officer George Royal Navy

Blackman
Rifleman John Elliott Rifle Brigade Son of Thomas and Ellen
MM Elliott of 15 Roberts Lane,

Gosport and husband of Violet
32 South Street,
Queensborough, Kent

Able Seaman John  Royal Navy  Edinburgh

Hume

Company Sergeant Royal Marine

Major Richard Milne MM

Corporal Albert Kelly Rifle Brigade 18 Henry Street, Gosport

Able Seaman ThomasRoyal Navy 15 Arm’s (Ann’s) Hill

Mulrooney Road, Brockhurst, Gosport
Second Engineer Mercantile
ET Palmer Marine

Reserve

Brevet LieutColonel Royal Marine 2 South Parade, Southsea
Norman Burge
Private Tarbet James British West  of Dominica, BWI

Indies Regt
Lance Sergeant Royal Marine 2 Byron Place, Bristol
Edward O’'Neale

As one reads their details and tries to set their lives into perspective, one’
heart can only grieve for the loss of the men not only of this country but
from around the world. Some were so young (Bugler Edward Mulrooney
was only 15), and some families were cruelly beset by numerous
tragedies, like fatheandson Patrick and Gerald Fitzgerald who died

within two months of each other. Their names live on forever, but
mankind does not seem to have learned the lessons of peace.

Please contact me if you can help in any way with further research or
have any information to add.

Jean Watson
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HASLAR VISITORS GROUP
A Local Charity

Haslar Visitors Groupis a small charity with a big heartVe are

committed to befriending asylum seekers, refugees and immigration
detainees and doing all we can to relieve the poverty and distress we
encounter.We work in two arenasFirstly we befriend immigration
detainees held at Haslar Immigration Removal Centre in Gosport, where
men are held in what is effectively a prison even though there is no
criminal charge to answelt.is a lonely, frightening and isolating
experience which may last a matter of days, or can go on for years. This
not knowing how long it may be until you will see the light of day again

is a remarkably stressful experience. We lend basic mobile phones, so
that men being held can be in touch with families, friends and legal
representativedVe also coordinate a volunteer visitor befriending
scheme so that men in immigration detention, whose kith and kin are far
away, still have someone nearby who cares about their fate.

Our other area of work is that we run a dio@dvice service in

Portsmouth twice a week for people who have sought sanctuary in the
UK. We offer a warm welcome, a light lunch and expert advice and
problem solving. People whose cases are being considered get help with
bureaucratic issues such as applying for school uniform grants and GP
registration. For people who already have refugee status, that is who hav
been permitted to stay, we assist with more complex paperwork such as
tax credits. Some people have been told that they will not be allowed to
stay and so they get no state support but they are also not able to return
home. This includes people from countries such as Somalia, Iran and
Zimbabwe. They are effectively destitute and homeless. We have a
designated destitution fund to help such people. We are also immensely
proud of the fact that the drap service in Portsmouth acts as a place to
meet friends, chat and socialise. Asylum seekers can be moved from
pillar to post by the Home Office with very little notice. We have had ex
clients who have been moved by the Home Office, who on getting their
papers, have come back from as far afield as Manchester and Bristol to
see us and to meet with old friends. One of our clients remarked

“Words cannot express how much you have meant to us. We shall be
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forever indebted to you. May God bless you, and fill you with kindness
and love and compassion, that you may share with others, like you have
done with us. THANK YCOU

Haslar Visitors Group offices are located at the All Saints Centre,
Commercial Road, Portsmouth PO1 4BT. Tel: 023 9283 9222.

Anne Dickinson, Cebrdinator of Haslar Visitors Group

...and some thoughts from a parishioner

Anne Dickinson’s article has reminded me that when I first came to St
Mary’'s Church about ten years ago | was struck by a prominent yellow
poster at the back of the church about Haslar Visitors Group. | was abouit
to retire from my job as a solicitor and had given little thought to the fact
that the Detention Centre at Haslar, where | had been many times to see
young offenders, was now being used as a removal centre for immigrants
who were being detained.

| felt that | could use a part of my retirement time by visiting some of the
detainees whose circumstances are so clearly described by Anne, and |
did so for a few years. | know that a number of parishioners were visitors
before me and there have been others since. When | stopped visiting |
became a volunteer with Bail for Immigration Detainees (BID), a charity
which is established to improve access to bail for those held under
Immigration Act powers and to provide immigration detainees with free
legal representation, advice, and training, as well as carrying out researct

| usually work for a day each week at the Portsmouth office of BID,
which for the last few years has been in All Saints Centre, alongside the
Haslar Visitors Group office, so we are in close touch with each other. |
have needed to learn quite a lot. | had very little understanding of
immigration law and practice, which is very complex due to the amount
of legislation passed in recent years. The contribution that | make as a
volunteer is a very small one, but | hope worthwhile, and it is stimulating
to see the energy and commitment of everyone who works there.

If I had not seen that poster, my life might have taken a rather different
course, The poster is no longer displayed in church, and there may now k
other parishioners who would be interested in offering to visit or help
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those who are in need. If you would like to know more, why not call
Anne or her assistants on 023 9283 92227 Or please speak to me if you
see me around, and | will gladly arrange for you to receive a call, or
answer any questions you may have.

Michael Heaps

POLISH HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST

When the Polish community started planning a special evening in St Mary’s
Hall, they imagined the prospect of a Polish meal and a presentation about the
country’s culture might attract about 30 parishioners. Two weeks before the
event, they'd sold 90 tickets and were beginning to wonder how they would
cater for so many people. Would everyone get enough to eat? But Polish
hospitality is famous no-one ever leaves hungry when they visit a Polish house.

So Beata, Ewa, Gosia, Monika (and her mother), Ola, Zosia and Kasia set to
work and the results were stupendous. If the only thing about Polish cuisine that
you can name is ‘vodka’, then this meal would have expanded your horizons
considerably. A lavish cold buffet was followed by hot food and then an array of
desserts. Among the dishes to sample were bigos (a savoury cabbage dish),
barszcz bialy (white beetroot soup), jajka w majonezie (eggs in mayonnaise),
pierogi ruski (baked dougballs), piernik (cinnamon cake), and many other
delicious but untranslatable dishes including sernik, makowiec, klopsiki z
pieczarky, ciasto and paszteciki. Everything was homemade.

Bartosz met each guest at the door to offer the traditional Polish welcome of a
piece of bread dipped in salt. Between courses he also, helped by Robert and
Alex, gave presentations on Polish history and culture, giving an insight into
how Poles celebrate the major feasts of the year. Then it was time for a little
raucous audience participation as Father Peter commandeered the microphone,
launching into a karaokstyle singalong, teaching everyone to sing a popular
Polish song. A little vodka might not have gone amiss at this point......

* The organisers of the evening generously donated the proceeds to the Junior
Journey in Faith programme. The programme is also grateful for another recent
donation, from the Union of Catholic Mothers.

Amanda Field
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It may seem inopportune to write about Pentecost at the

Easter seasormut while there is much focus on the significance of the
events recalled at Easter it seems that Pentecost is perhaps less
appreciated.

To recall the events of Pentecost we go to the Acts of
the Apostles where we read ‘When Pentecost day
came round, they had all met in one room, when
suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful
wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the

entire house where they were sitting; and something
appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire;
these separated and came to rest on the head of each
of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in foreign languages as the Spirit
gave them the gift of speech.’

Ten days earlier the Apostles had been witnesses to Jesus’ ascension int
heaven. He had previously told them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait
for the events that the Father had promised; ‘It is’, he had said, ‘what you
have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many
days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.” Just before he was
taken up to Heaven he told them, ‘you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses throughout
Judaea, Samaria and indeed to the ends of the earth.” These were inspiril
words and St Luke’s Gospel records that the apostles went back to
Jerusalem ‘full of joy'. This joy seems surprising in view of the fact that
they would see Jesus no more but surely indicates the confidence that
Jesus’ promise of the Spirit had given them. Earlier, in his farewell
discourse at the Last Supper as recorded in St John’s Gospel, he had
promised that the Father would send them another advocate to be with
them forever adding that ‘the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, will teach you
everything and remind you of all that | have said.” This knowledge that
they did not have to rely only on themselves would have helped them to
face their task of evangelisation when Jesus was no longer present.

So, returning to the events of the day of Pentecost, we read that the
devout men of every nation living in Jerusalem assembled at the sound o
this wind and were astounded to hear the Apostles. ‘These men are all
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Galileans,’ they said, ‘How is it that we all hear them preaching in our
own languages about the marvels of God?’ It is surprising to find that
Peter, once so afraid that he denied that he knew the Lord, is now
standing up and fearlessly preaching. This is the power of the Holy Spirit
which was poured out on the infant church on that Pentecost Day. As we
read the Acts of the Apostles we find so many instances of the action of
the Spirit furthering the work of evangelisation and enabling the Apostles
to perform extraordinary things. This power, as Jesus promised his
followers, has remained with the church since that time.

Pat Miles

MUSIC AT ST COLUMBA'S

Our series on the music in the three churches now

brings us to St Columba’s. You may have noticed that the title of this
piece makes no reference to a choir! This is deliberate since, unlike the
other two churches, there is no resident band of musicians and singers to
organise and lead the singing at Saturday evening Mass.

However, this does not mean that there are no hymns and it certainly doe
not imply a lack of participation on the part of the parishioners. Father
Peter usually picks the hymns but the singing is led by one of the
congregation. Once the hymn is started everyone joins in and there is
active participation throughout the church.

This approach certainly seems to serve the purpose, I've noticed at St
Joseph’s that sometimes when there is no musical accompaniment the
participation in the singing is similarly strong. However, you do have to
choose hymns that are weknown— something that parishioners

generally appreciate.

Judging by the musical differences in the three churches there don'’t
appear to be any harandfast rules about how you should approach this
subject. As with most things we can all learn from each other!

Antony Cruddas
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Ecumenical Easter

The ecumenical coperation in Bridgemary

started over 15 years ago and is still evident

during Holy Week. On the Monday, at

Bridgemary Methodist Church, a Celtic style

service includes meditation and Ztazi in

preparation for Holy Week. Stations of the

Cross at St. Columba’s at 6pm on the

Wednesday is organised by Mo and Bill

Feltham with people from the Methodist

Church and St. Matthew’s Anglican Church

saying the prayers at each station. Then to St.

Matthew’s on Holy Thursday where representatives from all three
churches take part in the washing of the feet. After the service everyone
helps with the clearing of the Altar. Jean, a Methodist, says “l find the
stations of the Cross very moving, | enjoy the readings and the time to
think. The washing of the feet is humbling, It is good to do different
things”.

Similarly at Christmas the carol service alternates between St. Columba’s
St. Matthew's and the Methodist Church.

In the past the three churches shared many celebrations.

There was the Walk of Witness which started at a different church in
Bridgemary each year, walking to the next carrying the cross, praying
outside that church then on to the next one with each group returning to
their own church for their services. This was a regular event for many
years.

There were joint Bonfire Night activities, children’s sleepovers, picnics at
Stokes Bay. BBQs, One World Week activitieslides and soup, a
Millennium Walk and Treasure Hunt, skittles, fish and chip evenings,
Fairtrade coffee mornings and other events.

On September ¥@993 there was a Hymn Skig broadcast by Radio
Solent. In a Bridgemary field the congregations of St. Matthew’s, St.
Columba’s and the Methodist church sang along to hymns played by the
Salvation Army band. The Rev. John Railton, Fr. David Adams and
Pastor Mary Sandell led the prayers. Jean still has the cassette tape
released to commemorate this event.

Jean Plummer talked to Tricia Stevenson
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The tabernacle at St Joseph’s
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